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Statement by Cleyton Fritchey, Special assistant to Ambassador s#dlai Β. 
Stevenson: 


The authors of the Saturday Evening Post article which charged Governor 
Stevenson with opposing the President's policy on the blecxading of Cuba acw 
acknowledge that they were eu thoritetively informed before writing the article 
thet Stevenson "PuvGred the dleckade." 


The authors chose not to report Governor Stevenson's support of the 
dlicckade, even though they new admit I had ¢learly intormed them as to his 
position. 


Tn a "footnete” in the letest issue of the Saturday Evening fst, 
Stewart Alsop refers to @ conversation between Charles Bartlett, the cc-author, 
ard mee He says Mr. Bartlett made notes of the talx, ard Mr. Alsep quotes 
various excerpts from the notes. 


First, the nates quote me as saying Governor Stevensen "oppesed the air 
attack ard Payored the bi cckade. © But when the article came out, it accused 
Stevenscn of being egainst the “consensus” for the blockade or quarantine 


the Bartileti memo reveals I told the authors that Governor 


Secondly, 
Sin 


Stevenson felt any discussion ef eliminating foreign bases snoulé be 
connection with the disarmament negotiations." This wes not only ignored in 

the article Ὁ I 
headline read: 


"Agleat wanted a Munieh. He wanted to trede U.S. bases for Cuban bases." 
Thirdly, the memo discicses that the authors were info med that Stevenson 
nuclear capability defused and the bases dismar antled.” This wes 

e icy that was followed by the U.S. but the ert éle pia’ 1 Governor 
Stevenson as being the only dissenter from this policy. 
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Fourthiy, the memo quotes me as saying "Stevensen's 
mijitary action unvil the peace-keeping machinery of the 
function." This wes the policy that was followed (the que 
into effect until two days after the issue ves taken to the UN}. But th 


magazine article elso ignored this. 


or Stevenson's 


As to Guantanamo, I said that my understanding of Governor 
position was thet if there wes “to be eny ἐξθσυθεῖου or beses it should he 
ony after the Cuban military three’ had been neutralized. Further, the origin 
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ecuriey Evening Pest erticle said 


ut the Saturday Evening Post headline said just the opposite. The 


"Stevenson wes ony willing tc discvas Guantaneme ard the European Dases 
with the Commmists after a neutralize ion of the Cuban missiles.” 
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Statement by Clayton Fritechey, Special assistant to arb 
tevenson: 


The authors of the Saturday Evening Post article which charged Governor 
Stevenson with opposing the President's policy on the plockading cf Cuba ncw 
acknowledge that they were euthoritatively {nformed before writing the article 
that Stevenson “favored the birckade.” 


The authors chose not to report Governor Stevenson's 5 
bleckade, even though they new admit I had clearly informed 
pesition. 


uppcert of tne 
them as to his 


In a "footnote" in the letest issue of the Saturday Evening Post, 
Stewart Alsop refers to a conversation between Cherles Bartlett, the ¢cc-author, 
ard me. He says Mr. Bartlett made notes of the talk, ard Mr. Alsep quctes 


various excerpts frem the notes. 
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First, the notes quote we as saying Governor Stevene =n “oppesed the δὲ. 
atteck ard favored the bleckade." But when the article came cut, it accused 
Stevensen of being egainst the "consensus" for the bleckade or quarentine. 


Secondly, the Bartlett memo reveals I told the authers that Governor 
Stevenson felt any discussion of eliminating foreign bases should te “in 
cennection with the disarmament negotiations." This was not cnly ignored in 
the article but the Saturdey Evening Post headline sald just the opposite. The 
headline read: 


"nalai wanted a Munich. He wanted to trade U.S. bases Por Cuban bases." 


Thirdly, the memo discloses that the authors were informed that Stevenson 
twented all nuclear capability defused and the bases dismantled." This was 
the policy thet was followed by the U.S. but the article pictured Governor 
Stevenson as being the only dissenter from this policy. 


Fourthly, the memo quotes me as saying "Stevenson's approach was to avoid 
military action until the peace-Keeping mechinery ΟΣ the UN had ἃ. chance to 
function.” This was the policy that was followed (the quarantine ves not put 
into effect until tvo cays efter the issue vas taken to the UN). But the 
magazine article also ignored this. 


As to Guantanemo, I said that ny ucderstarding ef Governor Stevenson's 
position was that if there was to be any discussion of bases, te should be 
only after the Cuban militery threat nad been neutralized. Further, the orugineal 


Seturday Evening Post article said: 


"Sravenson wes only willing to discuss Guantanamo ard the European bases 
with the Commmists after a neutrelizatien ΟΣ the Cuban missiles." 


Now, Rowever, Stewart Alsop's new footnote,” plus εἰ column on the subject 
py his brother, Joseph Alsop, insinuate that Mr. Stevenson was Willing to 
"yield" or "abandon" Cuantaneno in exchange for neutralization of the missiles. 
Agein, this is new only inancurete, but even convradicts the original account 
in the Saturdey Evening Pos 


the Saturdey Evening 


Governor Stevenscen has already given his views % . 
ἀξ concerned, the metter 
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t article. He has nothing to add and, δ0 far aes he 


SEAL EEL 


TATA TA 


